
Role of the Committee Member  

Unions are run by the members, who 

elect their local bargaining unit 

committee members and officers as well 

as MNA's Board of 

Directors.  Committee members play a 

key role in ensuring that members’ 

voices are heard, their interests are 

represented, and the unit is active, 

informed and strong.  

Committee members play a key role in:  

• Orienting and welcoming new members.  

• Engaging, educating and mobilizing all members.  

• Representing members for investigatory (Weingarten) meetings.  

• Investigating and representing members for grievances.  

• Engaging members in contract negotiations.  

• Participating and encouraging political and community activism, engaging 

with elected officials and community coalitions.    

To learn more about the role of committee members, attend a virtual Labor School 

program on the Role of Committee Members (Link to the program) or reach out to the 

Labor Educators to provide a committee training at your site.  Contact Ron Patenaude, 

rpatenaude@mnarn.org and/or Marcy Goldstein-Gelb, mgelb@mnarn.org for more 

information.   
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