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Nurses’ guide to single-payer reform

Update on S.686 and the future of single-payer health care in Massachusetts
By Peggy O’Malley, RN

Chair of MASS-CARE, the Massachusetts 
Campaign for Single Payer Health Care

At present, the fate of S.686—the Mas-
sachusetts Health Care Trust—rests with 17 
individuals: the members of the Health Care 
Committee of the Massachusetts Legislature. 
This committee includes six senators and 11 
representatives, and we desperately need 
people to call them immediately urging that 
S.686 receive a “favorable report” from com-
mittee and that it be allowed to progress to 
the next step of the legislative process (the 
Ways and Means Committee).

Please take a moment to review the list 
of state regions and associated municipali-
ties that are outlined below. If your city or 
town is referenced, please make a call to the 
appropriate senator and/or representative 
as soon as possible, asking for “a favorable 
report for S.686.” 

If you’re unsure whether the legislator 
listed for your town or city represents you, 
go to www.massnurses.org and click of the 
box that says “Write your Legislators” to find 
out for certain.

Do you live in one of the following towns? 
Then your state senator may be Richard 
Moore, the Senate chair of the Legislature’s 
Health Care Committee. Call him at 617-
722-1420.

•  Bellingham
•  Blackstone
•  Douglas
•  Dudley
•  East Douglas
•  Hopedale
•  Linwood
•  Manchaug
•  Mendon
•  Milford
•  Millville
•  Northbridge
•  North Oxford
•  Oxford
•  Sutton
•  Uxbridge
•  Webster
•  Whitinsville

Do you live in one of the following towns? 
Then your state senator may be Harriette 
Chandler. Call her at 617-722-1544.

•  Berlin
•  Boylston

The cost of inaction
As perceptions of crisis deepen and demands for health care reform intensify, the 

political discussion of potential health care policy changes—and, especially, of options 
for comprehensive reform—have turned, predictably, to the issue of budgetary impact. 
How much will reform cost?

In this welcome burst of political buzz about reform, another question, at least as 
important as the first, has received much less attention. How much will inaction cost? 

What will happen if we do nothing to reform the health care system; nothing to secure 
health coverage for all Americans; nothing to contain surging costs; nothing to improve 
the quality of care?

Conclusion: The longer our nation waits to reform its health care system—and to 
achieve universal coverage, contain costs, and improve the quality of care by doing 
so—the more it will ultimately cost.

Reform makes economic sense. Delaying reform does not.
Source: “Charting the Cost of Inaction,” National Coalition on Health Care, May 19, 

2003, www.nchc.org.  n

•  Clinton
•  East Brookfield
•  Holden
•  Jefferson
•  Northborough
•  Paxton
•  Princeton
•  West Boylston
•  Worcester

Do you live in one of the following cities or 
towns? Then your state senator may be Susan 
Tucker. Call her at 617-722-1612.

•  Andover
•  Dracut
•  Lawrence
•  South Lawrence
•  Tewksbury

Do you live in one of the following towns? 
Then your state representative is Colleen 
Garry. Call her at 617-722-2060.

•  Dracut
•  Tyngsboro

Do you live in one of the following cities or 
towns?  Then your state representative may be 
Thomas Golden. Call him at 617-722-2575.

•  Chelmsford
•  Lowell
•  North Chelmsford

Do you live in one of the following cities or 
towns? Then your state senator may be Jarrett 
Barrios, the Senate Vice-Chair of the Health 
Care Committee. Call him at 617-722-1650.

•  Allston
•  Cambridge
•  Charlestown
•  Chelsea
•  Everett
•  Revere
•  Saugus
•  Somerville

Do you live in one of the following cities 
or towns? Then your state senator may well 
be Susan Fargo. Call her at 617-722-1572.

•  Bedford
•  Carlisle
•  Chelmsford
•  Concord
•  Lexington
•  Lincoln
•  North Chelmsford

•  South Chelmsford
•  Sudbury
•  Waltham
•  Weston

Do you live in one of the following cities 
or towns? Then your state representative 
may be Peter Koutoujian, the House Chair 
of the Health Care Committee. Call him at 
617-722-2130.

•  Newton
•  Newtonville
•  Waltham
•  Watertown
•  West Newton

Do you live in one of the following cities 
or towns? Then your State Representative 
may be Rachel Kaprielian. Call her at 617-
722-2220.

•  Watertown
•  West Cambridge

 Do you live in one of the following cities 
or towns? Then your State Senator may well 
be Bruce Tarr, a member of the Health Care 
Committee. Call him at 617-722-1600.

•  Byfield
•  Boxford
•  Essex
•  Georgetown
•  Gloucester
•  Groveland
•  Hamilton
•  Ipswich
•  Manchester-by-the-Sea
•  Middleton
•  Newbury
•  North Andover
•  North Reading
•  Nutting Lake
•  Rockport
•  Rowley
•  South Hamilton
•  Wenham
•  West Boxford
•  West Newbury
•  Wilmington

Do you live in one of the following cities 
or towns? Then your state representative may 
be Christine Canavan, the House Vice-Chair 
of the Health Care Committee. Call her at 
617-722-2320.

•  Brockton
•  South Easton
•  West Bridgewater

Do you live in one of the following towns? 
Then your state representative may be Kath-
leen Teahan. Call her at 617-722-2130.

•  Abington
•  East Bridgewater
•  Whitman

Do you live in one of the following cities or 
towns? Then your state representative may be 
Patricia Haddad. Call her at 617-722-2692.

•  Dighton
•  East Taunton
•  North Dighton
•  Taunton
•  Somerset
•  Swansea

Do you live in one of the following towns? 
Then your state representative may be Susan 
Gifford. Call her at 617-722-2090.

•  Bourne
•  Buzzards Bay
•  Carver
•  East Wareham
•  North Carver
•  Onset
•  Plymouth
•  Rochester
•  Sagamore
•  Sagamore Beach
•  South Carver
•  Wareham
•  West Wareham

Do you live in one of the following towns? 
Then your state representative may well be 
Shirley Gomes. Call her at 617-722-2803.

•  Eastham
•  East Harwich
•  Chatham
•  Harwich
•  Harwichport
•  North Eastham
•  North Harwich
•  Orleans
•  Provincetown
•  South Chatham
•  South Harwich
•  Truro
•  Wellfleet
•  West Chatham
•  West Harwich

Do you live in one of the following cities 
or towns? Then your state representative may 
be Robert Coughlin. Call him at 617-722-
2130.

•  Dedham
•  Islington
•  Walpole
•  Westwood

Do you live in one of the following towns? 
Then your state representative may be Wil-
liam Galvin, a member of the Health Care 
Committee. Call him at 617-722-2380

•  Avon
•  Canton
•  Stoughton  

Health Care Action Day 
program set for March 4

The goal of the program is to have 
thousands of people wear a sticker 

to show support for a comprehensive 
political solution to the health care crisis
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